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 ROCKY PASS IN KEKU STRAIT, ALASKA 
 (CWIS NO. 72762) 
 
 Condition of Improvement 30 September 2007 
 
AUTHORIZATION:  Rivers and Harbors Act, 3 September 1954 (House Doc. 414, 83rd Congress, 
2nd Session) as adopted, provides for a channel to a depth of 5 feet below MLLW by removal of 
obstructions at 17 separate locations. The channel widths are to vary according to difficulties 
encountered in navigation; channel width to be 150 feet at the Summit and 200 feet at Devil's Elbow.  
 
EXISTING PROJECT:     LENGTH  DEPTH WIDTH 
• Entire pass   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     18 mi. 
• The Summit    .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .       5000 ft              -5 ft               150 ft 
• Devil's Elbow   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     1700 ft        -5 ft      200 ft 
 
PROJECT USAGE: Removal of hazards in the channel creates the shortest safe passage through 
central Southeastern Alaska for vessels with drafts up to 12 feet including tugboats, fishing vessels, 
cannery tenders, and log rafts. 
 
PROGRESS OF WORK:    
 1958 - A joint contract with the Dry Pass project is awarded in October. 
 1959 - Blasting and rock removal begins in September. 
 1960 - The channel is completed to project depths and widths in January. 
 1977 - A condition survey is conducted in January. 
 2001 - A condition survey is conducted in April with multi-beam techniques. 
 2005 - Vertical and oblique aerial photography is taken in April. 
 2007 - The most recent condition survey is conducted in May. 
 
COST TO DATE:      New Work         Maintenance        Total 
 
                    $ 337,668            $ 78,513               $ 416,181 
 
 
RANGE OF TIDE:    Mean Range      Diurnal Range      Extreme Range 
  The Summit            13.2'                     15.7'                       23.5' 
  Beck Island               11.5'                     13.8'                       21.5' 
 
CONTROLLING DEPTH:  For Devil’s Elbow, a depth of –2.5 feet MLLW controls. For The Summit, 
a depth of –4.0 feet MLLW controls from the May 2007 condition survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1-39 



Rocky Pass 
 

 
 

Aerial view of Devil’s Elbow in Rocky Pass, 2005. 
 

 
 

Aerial view of The Summit in Rocky Pass, 2005. 




