
Section 13 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 407) provides that the Secretary of the 
Army, whenever the Chief of Engineers determines that anchorage and navigation will not be injured 
thereby, may permit the discharge of refuse into navigable waters. In the absence of a permit, such 
discharge of refuse is prohibited. While the prohibition of this section, known as the Refuse Act, is still in 
effect, the permit authority of the Secretary of the Army has been superseded by the permit authority 
provided the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the states under Sections 402 
and 405 of the Clean Water Act, respectively. 

   

   

 


