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RELEASE NO. 06-02-01

   February 8, 2006

NEW CELLULAR PHONE POLICY IMPLEMENTED ON BASE

 
         ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska – People driving on Elmendorf Air Force Base will no longer be allowed to talk on cell phones unless they are using a hands-free device.
         The new policy, signed by Gen. Paul V. Hester, Pacific Air Forces commander, is part of the Joint Traffic Guidance which went into effect on Jan. 30.
         All drivers on Elmendorf, regardless of military affiliation, will be expected to comply with the policy or will be issued a warning throughout the month of February.  Beginning March 1, the violation will result in the loss of on-base driving privileges for 30 days.
         General Hester explains that “according to [the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration], distracted driving contributes to 25 percent of all traffic accidents.  These accidents have a serious negative impact on our families, unit morale and combat readiness.”
The policy also applies to anyone driving a government vehicle while off base, and by extension, a rental car while contracted out by the government.
