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Release No. 06-004
ARMY SEEKS PUBLIC’S HELP TO HOUSE SOLDIER FAMILIES
FAIRBANKS – A shortage of family housing on Fort Wainwright has the Army in pursuit of off-post housing to accommodate an influx of Soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as members of a new aviation task force.
The Real Estate Office for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Alaska District is teaming with the Housing Office at Fort Wainwright to secure 100 residential leases in the local community by September.  After Oct. 1, an additional 150 units are desired.
“We need the public’s help to ensure that we have enough housing for our Soldiers and their families when they arrive in Alaska,” said Guy Hopson, chief of the Real Estate Office for the Alaska District.  “If people have homes available for rent, we would like to hear from them as soon as possible.”
Hopson is asking for assistance from real estate agents familiar with the Fairbanks housing market to track down leads as well.
The Army is interested in a variety of building designs that are located within commuting distance of Fort Wainwright during its search for suitable housing.  Potential structures include single-family homes, townhouses, duplexes, apartments and other configurations.  At this time, mobile homes and trailers are not eligible for consideration through the program.   
“This is an excellent opportunity for residential landlords to support our Soldiers and their families, while acquiring leaseholds for up to five years,” Hopson said.  
To facilitate the acquisition process, two Corps of Engineers’ real estate professionals, who were involved with a similar situation at Fort Drum, N.Y., will join local officials in meeting with prospective landlords in the area surrounding Fairbanks and North Pole over the next week. 
Currently, the Army is undergoing a transformation that requires units to be realigned and troops to be restationed at various locations around the world.  These changes have caused more Soldiers to be assigned in Alaska and significantly increased the demand for family housing on and off the installation in Fairbanks. 
In Alaska, the Army typically houses 70 percent of its troops on-post with the other 30 percent residing in the surrounding community, according to Cynthia Larson, manager of the housing program for U.S. Army Garrison – Alaska.  However, new guidance calls for a shift in these numbers with more Soldiers living off-post.    

“The Army recommendation is to utilize community assets prior to constructing new facilities on the installation,” Larson said.  

Realtors or owners of property that appears to meet the Army’s housing criteria, may contact Zandra Smith at 1-866-742-2445, ext. 2850.  A representative will assist them though the process to ensure that quality housing is provided to soldiers and their families.   
“The community is always willing to step forward and assist the military when needed, so we are once again, asking for that assistance,” Larson said.

Note to editors: Subject-matter experts from the Corps of Engineers and Fort Wainwright are available for interviews today.  To make arrangements, contact Tom Findtner of the Alaska District Public Affairs Office at 907-753-2522 or Tom.Findtner@usace.army.mil.
###






