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Release No. 06-007 
Chena River Flood Control Project celebrates its 25th anniversary
The Chena River Lakes Flood Control Project is celebrating its 25th anniversary of regulating flooding on the Chena River. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers estimates that the project has prevented a total of $235 million in damages to property in Fairbanks since the initial test of the project’s components in 1981. The flood control dam is the Corps’ largest civil works project in Alaska and the Corps’ farthest north flood control project in the nation. 

Since the initial test, the Corps of Engineers has lowered the dam’s flood control gates 18 times. The largest regulated flood event occurred in late May and early June of 1992. Corps hydrologists estimate that the Chena River would have poured as much as four feet of standing water in downtown Fairbanks without the Chena project’s intervention. Caused by a combination of heavy rain and rapid snow melt, the 1992 flood event was the only time that high water exceeded the project’s floodway capacity and flowed into the Tanana River. The floodway can hold 224,000 acres of water one foot deep.
Congress authorized the Chena flood control project after a devastating flood caused $85 million in property damage and drowned seven people in August 1967. The Chena River flushed more than 30 times the normal flow through downtown Fairbanks and Fort Wainwright. Standing water measured six feet in downtown. Construction on the project began in 1973.
The project cost $212.7 million to construct, including the Tanana Levee. 

“We have burned the mortgage,” said John Schaake, Chena project manager. “We have saved more in property damage than the project cost to build.”

The project’s main features include a 7.2-mile long earthen Moose Creek Dam with concrete outlet works containing four hydraulically operated gates, a floodway behind the dam, a 23-mile-long Tanana River levee and drainage channels. There is no reservoir except during periods of flooding. Stream gauge readings in the upper Chena basin and computer modeling give the Corps dam operators 24 to 48 hours advance warning for lowering the gates. This critical lead time allows the Corps to divert high water before it reaches flood stage in downtown Fairbanks.

Situated on 20,000 acres of federal land, the Chena project offers many recreational opportunities to locals and tourists. Two developed campgrounds, constructed by the Corps of Engineers and operated by the Fairbanks North Star Borough’s Parks and Recreation Department, offer camping, picnicking, swimming, hiking, skiing and many other activities. Annually, Corps park managers and rangers host several large events including a salmon watch, special hunt for paralyzed veterans and a snowmobile rendezvous. Local clubs and organizations use Chena’s public land for an array of special events and activities including retriever and tracking dog trials, ultralight fly-ins, horse training and trail riding, marathons and pumpkin festivals. 
The Chena Project office will have a booth at the Tanana Valley Fair, Aug. 4-12, for anyone who wishes to learn more about the project's purpose and how it operates. For more information about the Corps of Engineers’ Alaska District, visit our web site at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil






