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Nov. 8, 2005
Notice of Availability, Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Navigation Improvements, DeLong Mountain Terminal Alaska

The Alaska District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announces the availability of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (draft EIS) for Navigation Improvements, DeLong Mountain Terminal, Alaska, for public review and comment.  The notice of availability of the draft EIS was published in the Federal Register on Oct. 28, 2005. The public review period will close 60 days after that date, which is December 27, 2005. Comments received during the public review period will become part of the administrative record for this Federal action and will be addressed in the final EIS.

The draft EIS analyzes the impacts of constructing and operating navigation improvements at the DeLong Mountain Terminal (DMT) to reduce the costs of transporting fuel in northwestern Alaska and loading ore concentrate from the Red Dog Mine.  The existing DMT facilities accommodate lightering and fuel barges but not deep-draft bulk ore freighters or tanker ships. The Trestle-Channel Alternative is the tentatively recommended plan. If constructed, it would consist of a 1,450-foot-long trestle from shore to a new offshore loading platform and a 3.5-mile-long channel from the loading platform to the -53 feet mean lower low water depth contour to allow navigation by bulk freighters and tanker ships.  This would increase ore concentrate loading efficiency. It would also lower fuel transportation costs by allowing direct offloading of fuel from tanker ships.

The DMT is an industrial site at Portsite in the Northwest Arctic Borough about 80 miles north of Kotzebue on the southeastern coast of the Chukchi Sea.  Portsite is connected to the Red Dog Mine (the worlds largest zinc-producing mine) by the only major road in the region.  

The draft EIS may be viewed on the internet at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil.  From the drop down menu, click on “Projects and Studies,” then “Civil Works Projects.” The link to the draft EIS is under “Current Projects.”  The draft EIS is also available on CD.   A summary of the two-volume draft EIS may also be requested.

The Corps has also prepared a draft Interim Feasibility Report that presents the results of the engineering and economic studies performed to determine project feasibility and Federal interest in the proposed project. This report is also accessible at the above internet address and is available on CD.

Requests for CDs of the draft documents or the summary of the draft EIS and comments on the draft EIS can be sent to the following address:

U.S. Army Engineer District, Alaska

ATTN: CEPOA-EN-CW-ER (McConnell)

P.O. Box 6898

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 99506-0898

e-mail: guy.r.mcconnell@poa02.usace.army.mil
fax: (907) 753-2625










