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Corps of Engineers to clean up contaminated soil at Gambell

The Alaska District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will begin cleanup of contaminated soils and old Marston matting at Gambell on Saint Lawrence Island this fall or, depending on weather, next spring. 

The Corps hired Bristol Construction Services, LLC, to remove four tons of arsenic-contaminated soil from the former military power facility and four tons of lead and chromium contaminated soil at Nayvaghat Lakes Disposal Site and ship it to a permitted disposal facility outside of Alaska. The cleanup also includes 50 tons of exposed Marston matting debris along the east side of the airport runway, which will be shipped to a permitted disposal or recycling facility. The cleanup will cost approximately $560,000.

These remedial activities will take place at the Gambell Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) under the authority of the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP). The military established the Gambell site in the 1950s as part of a surveillance and intelligence gathering network. Various units of the U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force utilized the area until the early 1960s. The Corps conducted a remedial investigation, gathered public comments and held a public meeting on the cleanup plan in 2004.

The Corps will conduct additional investigation of the groundwater quality at a place designated as Site 5, to demonstrate compliance with ADEC groundwater cleanup criteria. Three additional ground water monitoring events will be conducted at Site 5 to determine whether petroleum hydrocarbons impact the community drinking water. A final decision on any appropriate remedial actions at Site 5 will be made after evaluating the investigation results.

The proposed removal of small arms ammunition at another site, designated as Site 8D, was determined ineligible for the FUDS program because the material does not meet the definition of inherently hazardous debris. The Corps recommends that the Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program (NALEMP) provide funding to remove the remaining small arms ammunition at Site 8D to fully address the remaining community and state concerns regarding the beach burial pit.

The cleanup fieldwork is anticipated to last about two weeks. The groundwater monitoring events will begin this fall and continue through the summer next year.

The final report documenting the contaminated soil and debris removal activities can be  viewed at Sivuqaq Corporation Building in Gambell, Savoonga City Hall, University of Alaska Fairbanks Northwest Campus Library in Nome and the Alaska Resource Library and Information Services in Anchorage.
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