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Corps issues permit for Goldbelt marine terminal

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, issued a permit today to Goldbelt, Incorporated, to dredge, place structures, and discharge dredged and fill materials into waters and navigable waters to construct a moorage facility at Cascade Point at the north end of Echo Cove near Juneau.

The pile-supported dock, protected by an L-shaped rubble-mound breakwater, will provide safe moorage for ferries used in the near term to shuttle personnel between Cascade Point and the Kensington Gold Mine at Slate Creek Cove near the northern end of Berner’s Bay. In the future Goldbelt plans to use the facilities for tourism to provide a source of income for the permittee and its stockholders.

Included in the permit is a pile supported dock protected by an L-shaped rubble-mound breakwater to moor two 30-foot wide by 100-foot long ferries. There would be a low water breach in the breakwater at its landward northern end. The breach would provide adequate tidal flushing for the moorage basin. The moorage structure consists of approximately 20 pilings, supporting a 120-foot long rigid dock, an 80-foot long gangway, and a 100-foot long float. 
Approximately 23,000 cubic yards of material will be dredged from the mooring basin, a 70,000 square foot area below the high tide line. All dredging will occur from a barge. Dredged material will be stockpiled, segregated, transported and reused in the breakwater with a large shovel mounted on a barge. Approximately 29,000 cubic yards of fill material will be discharged below the high tide line to construct the breakwater, measuring approximately 125 feet wide by 425 feet long. The remaining 6,000 cubic yards of fill material would come from an upland quarry site. 
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