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Release No: 06-009
ARMY BRIEFS WORKERS ON STATUS OF HANGAR 6 INVESTIGATION 
FORT WAINWRIGHT, Alaska – With another round of test results pending, the Army provided an update on its investigation into what may have caused a reported 16 workers to become ill at a construction site during a meeting with about 40 contractors, subcontractors, vendors and union representatives Aug. 16 here.
To date, an analysis of soil and air samples collected over the past six weeks has revealed only low levels of petroleum-based substances, which are not suspected to be the source of medical claims associated with the Hangar 6 project.  
However, officials are hopeful that the outcome from a third set of tests within the next few days will offer clues to help solve the case. 
“We honestly don’t know what is causing the symptoms,” said Col. Kevin J. Wilson, commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Alaska District.  “But let me assure you that your health and safety is our number one concern.”
Wilson noted that the case is perplexing because many other workers at the job site, as well as Soldiers operating in the vicinity, have not experienced any health problems.
Among the other Army leaders in attendance were Col. David L. Shutt, commander of U.S. Army Garrison – Alaska, and Lt. Col. Ronald M. Johnson, commander of Fort Wainwright, Alaska; as well as senior representatives and subject-matter experts from the Corps, garrison and installation.
Also present were regulators from the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, along with members of the management team for Bristol Construction Services and its subcontractors.
The cooperative effort of all parties involved with the project demonstrated their shared concern for the welfare of the affected workers, especially individuals who have sought treatment from a physician.   

While none of the substances identified to this point should have triggered the health issues that have been reported, Wilson emphasized that the Army remains committed to resolving the questions surrounding the site in the most expedient manner possible.    

After workers reported feeling ill on June 29 and 30, the Army halted construction of the replacement aircraft maintenance hangar so officials could secure the area and investigate the situation.  On Aug. 4, with the loss of the prime building season, the project was officially suspended until spring.
According to Wilson, the Army has analyzed soil samples for more than 200 different chemicals using 14 different analytical methods during its investigation.  Air samples have been analyzed for more than 100 chemicals by seven different methods.  Additionally, a library search was conducted for selected methods against a commercially available database that contains approximately 100,000 chemicals. 
Attendees expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to participate in the open forum.  They actively engaged in a discussion of the latest information available, shared their personal experiences and voiced their concerns. 
Wilson pledged to continue sharing the facts as new developments occur.

“We will stick with this and keep you informed,” he said. 
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