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Army Corps of Engineers makes decision on Kensington gold mine permit
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, issued a Department of the Army permit today to Coeur Alaska, Inc., that modifies a permit issued in 1998 for a gold mining operation approximately 45 miles north of Juneau at Berner’s Bay. Today’s permit allows mine tailings to be placed into Lower Slate Lake, a 23 acre alpine lake and eliminates the previously permitted dry tailings storage facility. A dam to be constructed on East Fork Slate Creek would expand the lake to 62 acres for tailings storage.

The permit allows Coeur Alaska, Inc., to dredge, place structures, and discharge approximately 3.4 million cubic yards of fill and dredged fill materials into approximately 61.7 acres of waters and wetlands and navigable waters to construct new mine facilities and associated infrastructure. 

The Department of the Army permit carries 32 conditions. One of those conditions requires that just before mine wastes are no longer discharged into the lake or when the lake is closed, the waters and discharged processed mine tailing sediments in Lower Slate Lake will be tested by Coeur Alaska, Inc. The condition requires that these test results be made available to the Corps’ Regulatory Branch for dissemination to appropriate state and federal resource agencies. 

Total impacts of the permitted actions are a temporary conversion of 61.7 acres of U.S. waters to uplands. Another permit condition requires that, at the end of the project, estimated at 12 years, all the affected area except for 7.74 acres be reclaimed and returned to waters of the U.S.

A Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, dated January 23, 2004, and Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, dated December 2004, were prepared by Tetra Tech, Inc., for the U.S. Forest Service. These documents analyzed the direct, secondary, cumulative, and reasonable and foreseeable impacts of the project and several alternatives.
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