[image: image1.jpg]


News Release

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Alaska District
Public Affairs Office
P.O. Box 6898

Anchorage, AK 99506-0898

Phone: 907-753-2522 / 2520
Email: Public.Affairs@poa02.usace.army.mil
August 24, 2006






Release No. 06-010 
Alaska District receives outstanding planning award
ANCHORAGE – Pacific Ocean Division Commander Brig. Gen. John Peabody presented the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 2005 Outstanding Planning Achievement Award to the Port Lions Harbor Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment Project Delivery Team in a ceremony at the Alaska District on Aug. 23. 
This is the second time in three years that the Alaska District has received this national award. The District’s DeLong Mountain Terminal Navigation Improvements Feasibility Study Team received the award in 2003.
The Port Lions team was recognized for balancing the needs of harbor users with the protection of a delicate ecosystem. Port Lions, a Native village on Kodiak Island, has an existing harbor that needed more protection from large storms originating in the Gulf of Alaska. The harbor serves vessels used in commercial fishing, charter boat operations and subsistence activities. 
Using a state-of-the-art remotely controlled underwater camera, the team identified and mapped the precise location of a large eelgrass bed in the cove where the harbor is located. Eelgrass is vital to successful rearing of salmon smolt, a fishery critical to the economy and lifestyle of the village. The camera’s detailed mapping allowed the team to minimize breakwater footprint impacts and to maintain water circulation essential to the health of eelgrass. As a result, the design team balanced protection for vessels and protection for the environment in their plan to dissipate the problem waves. 
“This team set the bar high for the rest of the Corps,” said Brig. Gen. Peabody as he presented the award. 
# # #

For more information about the Corps of Engineers’ Alaska District, visit our web site at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil.






