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Release No. 07-22

Corps begins excavation at Tok where Agent Orange may have been buried
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will begin excavating at an old military equipment yard in Tok this month. The purpose of the project is to investigate geophysical magnetic anomalies that may indicate buried metal drums. A former Department of Defense employee alleges that drums buried there 40 years ago contained the herbicide known as Agent Orange. Although no one knows for sure what is there, the Corps is taking a conservative approach to protect the community and the workers during the cleanup project. 

The Corps hired environmental firm Jacobs Engineering to conduct the investigation. Jacobs will proceed cautiously, alternating between machinery and hand shoveling until the target is reached. If drums are found, the contractor would perform testing to identify the contents and determine treatment, transportation and disposal options. The contractor would obtain the necessary permits to remove and transport the materials to an approved disposal facility in Canada. Drums containing liquid would be placed in over packs (85-gallon drums) and handled and transported according to industry, State, and Federal standards.

All drums would be inspected for leaks or damage. Soil under the drums would be inspected for staining and odor, and tested for contamination. If contaminated soil is found, it would be addressed in the future. 

The work site will be cordoned off and air monitoring will occur at the site. The environmental cleanup workers will be wearing protective gear, including respirators as the target is approached. A 24-hour guard will be posted at the site. 
The alleged burial site is under a gravel pad owned by a commercial construction company and used to store heavy equipment. In 2003 the Corps tested three water wells in the proximity of the site. The results showed no herbicides.

Under the authority of the Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) program, the Corps is responsible for cleaning up property formerly used by the Department of Defense. The site was a former Alaska Communications Systems radio relay site.
If drums of Agent Orange or other contaminant of military origin is found during the investigation, removal and transportation of the drums will be coordinated with the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC). The field crews will perform clean up activities under a Work Plan approved by the ADEC. The Corps will have an industrial hygienist on site. Tok is 206 miles from Fairbanks and 328 miles from Anchorage.
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