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Release No. 07-25 
Corps of Engineers issues permit for Fort Knox Heap Leach Facility

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, issued a permit today to Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc., operator of the Fort Knox Mine. The permit authorizes the discharge of fill into 57.6 acres of waters and wetlands for the construction, operation and eventual reclamation and closure of the Walter Creek Valley Fill Heap Leach Facility. The Fort Knox Mine is located approximately 26 miles northeast of Fairbanks.

The Walter Creek Valley Fill Heap Leach Facility project would be situated in the northwest portion of the Fort Knox Millsite Lease up-stream of the Fort Knox tailings impoundment and the seepage collection system. It would have a total capacity of 161 million tons of rock. Surface disturbance directly associated with the heap leach project would be 403 acres, of which 57.6 acres are waters of the U.S. 

Heap leaching is a gold ore-processing technique that is used to recover gold from low-grade, oxidized ore. It involves stacking ore on an engineered, lined, impermeable pad and spraying or dripping a solution of sodium cyanide over the ore. Microscopic particles of gold dissolve in the solution, which is later retrieved and processed to extract the gold.

A valley fill heap leach utilizes a valley’s walls as part of the containment structure for the stacked ore.

The Corps received a complete application for the facility on May 26, 2006. A 30-day public notice describing the project was issued and posted on the Corps of Engineer’s website on June 2, 2006. At the request of the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the public notice comment period was extended an additional 30 days to July 31, 2006. The Corps received 119 comment letters in response to the public notice, 102 of which were form letters. All public comments were considered prior to making a decision to issue the permit.

The Corps worked closely with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources Large Mine Team throughout the permitting process, participating in 32 joint meetings and teleconferences between March 1, 2006 and July 3, 2007. State authorizations for the project were issued on July 3, 2007. Special conditions in the Corps permit require the permittee to abide by the State of Alaska’s oversight authority on the operation and reclamation of mines.
###

For more information about the Corps of Engineers’ Alaska District, visit our web site at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil.






