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Release No. 06-012 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers sends emergency aid to Kivalina
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, is sending 1200 super size sand bags and 5,000 regular size sand bags to Kivalina in response to requests for emergency assistance from the village, the Northwest Arctic Borough and the State of Alaska.

Storms from Oct. 11 to 15 breached a revetment recently constructed by the Northwest Arctic Borough and caused severe erosion, threatening storage tanks that provide fuel to the village’s generator. The Corps is sending the sand bags to be filled with local materials on site to protect this public facility from further erosion. Super size bags hold from 1 to 1-1/2 cubic yards of material and regular size bags hold 1 cubic foot of material.

On Friday, October 20, the Corps sent a hydraulic engineer to Kivalina to provide technical assistance to the village and borough. He also met with Federal Emergency Management Agency and State of Alaska Preliminary Damage Assessment personnel. 

The Corps is providing this assistance to the village of Kivalina under Public Law 84-99, which includes a provision for Advance Measures to prevent loss of life and catastrophic property damage when there is an imminent threat of unusual flooding. Under the emergency authority, the Corps can provide technical assistance to non-federal public interests in developing structural and non-structural methods of preventing future damages.

For more information about the Corps of Engineers’ Alaska District, visit our web site at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil.
###






