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Release No. 07-21
Corps finds no Agent Orange at Tok 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers found no buried drums containing the herbicide Agent Orange at an old military communications site in Tok. The site yielded multiple pieces of scrap metal to include rusted metal panels, angle iron, and pipe. One crushed drum labeled motor oil was uncovered. The drum contained one liter of a watery fluid, which the Corps extracted and will test for herbicides. Stained soil adjacent to the drum was negligible; no other subsurface contaminated soil was evident in the excavations.

The Corps hired an environmental firm to investigate geophysical magnetic anomalies where a former Department of Defense employee remembered burying drums containing the herbicide known at Agent Orange 40 years ago. The contractor dug up four anomalies that had been identified through the geophysical investigation.  Buried metal was found at each location, typically less than 4 feet deep.  The maximum excavation depth was nine feet.

The excavation took place at commercial construction company’s heavy equipment storage yard. The work started Aug. 24 and was completed four days later on Aug. 28. During the work, the Corps took a conservative approach to protect the community and the workers. The Corps will remove all the items excavated from the site to dispose and/or recycle them.

Under the authority of the Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) program, the Corps is responsible for cleaning up property formerly used by the Department of Defense. The site was a former Alaska Communications Systems radio relay site used by the Army and Air Force from 1954 to 1972.
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