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Release No. 07-004 
Corps announces intent to reissue permit for Rock Creek Mine
ANCHORAGE – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, notified stakeholders yesterday of its plans to modify and reinstate a permit for the Rock Creek Mine project near Nome. 
After a thorough re-evaluation of the application and decision document, Corps officials determined that the Alaska Gold Company’s permit is consistent with applicable laws and regulations.  The permit is expected to become effective on March 13 when the final paperwork is signed by Col. Kevin J. Wilson, commander of the Alaska District.   
 “We are committed to protecting important aquatic resources, while allowing reasonable development within the state of Alaska,” Wilson said.  “I’m confident that this decision is a positive reflection of our efforts to provide an equitable balance that is in the public’s best interest.” 
Based on its own independent analysis, which considered information provided by the permit applicant and involved coordination with the State of Alaska’s Large Mine Team, the Corps reached a “finding of no significant impact” in its environmental assessment.
The modified permit corrects the wetland and upland acreage impact of the project from what was in the original permit application.  In addition, several of the original special conditions were clarified to improve enforceability, while new conditions were added requiring Alaska Gold to clearly mark boundaries of authorized fill sites and to submit an annual report to the Corps.  

Originally, the Corps issued a permit for construction of the Rock Creek and Big Hurrah mine projects along the Seward Peninsula on Aug. 21.  This permit authorized the placement of fill material into 414.5 acres of wetlands.  However, as a result of revisions to project drawings and wetland mapping, the reissued permit will authorize the placement of fill material into 346.5 acres of wetlands.
Meanwhile, the Corps permit includes a number of mitigation measures to reduce impacts of the overall project.  Particularly noteworthy is a plan to reestablish fish and wildlife habitat along Big Hurrah Creek.  Other local streams that have been historically placer mined also will be restored to conditions similar to a pre-mining state.  
Alaska Gold will retrieve mine tailings that historically were disposed of in stream channels and use the material for road construction and other work associated with the project.  Then the company will re-contour these stream channels to a more natural condition.

On Dec. 6, the Corps suspended its permit for Rock Creek Mine in response to a lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court by the Trustees for Alaska and the Western Mining Action Project.  

For more information about the Corps of Engineers’ Alaska District, visit our web site at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil.
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