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Jan. 12, 2004

Army Corps of Engineers issues permit for Pogo gold mine 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, issued a wetland permit today to Teck-Pogo, Inc. of Fairbanks to develop, operate and reclaim a gold mine on state-owned land about 38 miles northeast of Delta Junction near the Goodpaster River. 

The permit authorizes placing fill material and mechanically clearing wetlands under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The permit includes conditions for reclamation, restoration and operation to minimize impacts to wetlands.

The mining company applied for the Army permit to fill wetlands for developing an underground mine with a surface mill. The proposed mine will process 2,500 tons of ore per day to produce an annual yield of  375,000 ounces of gold at start-up.  The project is expected to cost $200 to $250 million to develop and will employ up to 288 employees.

The proposed project will require 25 to 33 months to construct and will have an operating life of approximately 11 years. The project includes a 49.5-mile access road, a mill and camp complex, dry-stack tailings pile and recycle tailings pond, an airstrip, gravel pits, laydown and fuel storage areas, and a local network of roads at the mine site. Power would be supplied from the regional grid via a new 50-mile long power line. 

Approximately 1.8 million cubic yards of fill will be placed in 303 acres of wetlands. Permit conditions require 114 of those acres to be restored. Fifty-two acres of wetlands will be created as part of the restoration. 

The Corps of Engineers was a cooperating agency on the Final Environmental Impact Statement, prepared by contractor, Michael Baker, Jr., Inc., for the Environmental Protection Agency, the lead federal agency. The State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources was also a cooperating agency on the FEIS. The FEIS was released on Sept. 19, 2003. A series of public meetings was held as part of the review process.

The Corps issued a Public Notice on the permit application on the day the FEIS was published and took comments on the proposed project until Oct. 20, 2003. 
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