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GENERAL PERMIT 83-4P

Discharge of Dredged and/or Fill Material into Wetlands
at Bethel, Alaska

The District Engineer (DE), Alaska District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers has issued a General Permit (GP) 83-4P under the authority of
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Public Law 95-217, 33 U.S.C. 1344
et. seq.), to authorize the placement of dredged and fill material into
waters of the United States (U.S.), including wetlands, within specific
areas of Bethel, Alaska. The GP boundary would be limited to an area
within the city limits of Bethel, less excluded areas.

In response to Special Public Notice 00-01, dated February 4, 2000,
proposed GP 83-4P was revised to reflect comments submitted by local,
State, and Federal agencies, and the interested public. Based on a
review of all pertinent information, including a prepared
Environmental Assessment, I have concluded that issuance of this permit
will not have more than minimal adverse impact on the environment and
is not contrary to the public interest.

This GP would authorizes the discharge of fill material into waters of
the U'. S ., including wetlands, for the purpose of creating foundation
pads for structures, utilities, associated roads, driveways, parking
areas, and other domestic, governmental, and commercial development.
The GP authorizes excavation activities, including mechanized
landclearing and other activities that could result in a redeposition
of fill material. The GP authorizes those activities when the
placement of pilings has the effect of a discharge of fill material.

Maps showing the areas subject to authorization under this GP, and
areas specifically excluded, are available for public use at the City
of Bethel, Planning Department Office, and at the Alaska District,
Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch. A map showing the approximate
boundaries of areas covered or excluded under this GP is attached for
guidance (Enclosure I). The area excluded from GP coverage would be
subject to an individual permit review.



All authorized activities must be in accordance with the conditions of
the GP, a copy of which is attached. Failure to comply with the terms
and conditions of the permit could result in suspension, modification,
or revocation of the permit, and/or imposition of penalties as provided
by law.

The discharge of dredged and/or fill material authorized under this GP
may be undertaken and completed without prior notification to the Corps
of Engineers, provided that they comply with the terms and conditions
of the GP. As stated in condition 1 of the GP a "Site Plan Review'
must be approved by the City of Bethel Planning Department prior to
beginning work under this permit. A "Site Plan Approval" form and
drawing guidance are attached (Enclosure 3-three pages). If the
proposed work does not meet the requirement of the terms and conditions
of the GP the applicant would be required to apply for an individual

permit.

GP 83-4P would be valid for a period of five years effective the date
of the signature shown on the last page of the permit. The DE may at
any time during this five-year period, alter, modify, suspend, or
revoke this permit if he deems such action to be in the public
interest.

Any comments or request for additional information should be directed
to: Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, ATTN: Mr. Leroy Phillips,
Regulatory Branch, Post Office Box 898, Anchorage, Alaska 99506-0898;
phone (907) 753-2716 or toll free in Alaska at (800) 478-2712.

District Engineer
u.s. Army, Corps of Engineers

Attachments
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EXPIRES: April 1, 2005

GENERAL PERMIT 83-4P

Discharge of Dredged and/or Fill Material into Wetlands at Bethel,
Alaska

Under the authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Public Law
95-217, 33 U.S.C. 1344 et. seq.), the Secretary of the Army has
authorized the placement of dredged and fill material into waters of
the U.S., including wetlands, within specific areas of the Bethel,
Alaska. A maximum of approximately 7,760 acres of waters of the U.S.
are included within the area subject to this General Permit (GP) and
would potentially be authorized for development. The GP boundary would
be limited to an area within the city limits of Bethel, less excluded
areas.

All authorizations are contingent upon receiving approval from the City
of Bethel. As stated in condition number 1 below, a "Site Plan Revie~'
must be approved by the city of Bethel Planning Department prior to
beginning work under this permit. A "Site Plan Review Approval" form
is attached for guidance (Enclosure 3) .An example of a project
drawing is also attached (Enclosure 3). If the city of Bethel reviews
the project and does not approve the "Site Plan" or the proposed work
does not meet the requirements of the terms and conditions, the GP does
not apply and the applicant would be required to apply for a Department
of the Army individual permit from the Corps of Engineers.

Information required for evaluating the "Site Plan Review' includes

1 Name, address, and phone number of responsible party.

2. Drawings on 8-1/2 by 11-inch paper, to include a plan and
section view of the proposed fill, including location, dimensions,
depth. The drawings shall also show lot size and the placement of
structures to be located on the wetland fills.

The purpose of the fill

The type of the fil material

5. Any other information demonstrating that the proposal meets
conditions of the GP as listed below.

he

This GP 83-4P is valid until April 1, 2005. The District Engineer
may, at any time during this period, alter, modify, or revoke the
permit if he deems such action to be in the public interest.



AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES: The GP authorizes the placement of fill
material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands, for the purpose
of creating foundation pads for structures, utilities, associated
roads, driveways, parking areas, and other domestic, governmental, and
commercial development. The GP authorizes excavation activities,
including mechanized landclearing, ditching, and other excavation
activities that can result in the re-deposition of material. The GP
authorizes those activities when the placement of pilings and/or
boardwalks would have the effect of a discharge of fill material.

CONDITIONS OF THE GENERAL PERMIT

All activities identified and authorized by this GP must be consistent
with the following conditions:

1. That each applicant/permittee inform the city of Bethel of the
proposed project no less than 10 days before beginning work under this
permit. The applicant/permittee will complete and receive approval of
a "City of Bethel, Site Plan Review' from the City Planning Department
before starting work. If the City of Bethel, Planning Department
determines that a proposed project would not be authorized by this GP,
then an individual Department of the Army (DA) permit would be

required.

2. That discharges are not authorized within certain areas as shown
on the 1: 500 Scale "General Permit Area" map available for viewing at
the city of Bethel, Planning Department, Brown Building, State Highway,
Bethel, Alaska 99559; telephone (907543-2297 or 543-4456. An
individual DA permit is required for the discharge of dredged or fill
material into wetlands and waters that are specifically excluded from
this GP unless authorized by an existing nationwide permit (33 CFR Part
330, Appendix A).

3. All fill material shall be free from toxic pollutants in toxic
amounts as defined by State law/guidance letters or Federal

law/regulations.

4. Adequate culverts shall be installed in driveways and drainage
provided between lots to maintain surface drainage and to prevent

ponding.

5. Work conducted under this GP shall be performed in a manner so
as to minimize degradation of water quality, prevent erosion, and
reduce other non-point source pollution.

6. Slopes of fills shall be no greater than 2:1 (horizontal to
vertical), and all side slopes shall be stabilized by revegetating with
native grasses, mulch, sandbagging and/or other reasonable material
after fill placement. This stabilization would minimize erosion,
turbidity, siltation, and prevent inadvertent sloughing of fill into
adjacent wetlands or waters.
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7. The proposed activity shall not adversely affect a threatened or
endangered species as identified in 50 CFR 17.11 and 17.12, August 23,
1993, "Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants" and subsequent
updates, or endanger the critical habitat of such species. The
subsequent discovery of the presence of a threatened or endangered
species which may be affected by a permitted action or related
activities shall result in immediate suspension of the GP for the
specific project until Section 7 consultation required by the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, is completed.

8. Permittee must maintain the lands and facilities subject to this
GP in good condition and in conformance with the terms and conditions
of this GP. Permittee is not relieved of this requirement even if the
activity is abandoned. The permittee may transfer to a third party in
compliance with Condition 9 below. Should the permittee cease to
maintain the authorized activity or should desire to abandon the
project without a transferee, then the permittee must obtain approval
from this office, which may require restoration of the area.

9. If the permittee sells the property rights or transfer a lease
associated with an activity authorized by this GP, the permittee must
obtain the signature of the new property owner or new lessee, along
with appropriate documentation to record the transaction, and submit
them to this office to validate the transfer of the authorized

activity.

10. No activity which may affect Historic properties (historic and
archeological sites) listed in, or potentially eligible for listing, in
the National Register of Historic Places may commence until the DE has
completed Section 106 review, as per the National Historic Preservation
Act.

11. If any previously unknown historic or archeological remains are
discovered while accomplishing the activity authorized by this GP, the
remains should be avoided and the ~orps of Engineers office (800-478-
2712), 'and the'State Historic Preservation Officer (907-762-2622) must
be contacted immediately. The Corps will initiate the required Federal
and State Coordination, as per Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.

12. A water quality certification has been issued for this permit
For you convenience, a copy of the certification is attpched.

13. Permittee must allow the city of Bethel, the DE, or his
designated representatives, to inspect the authorized activity at any
time deemed necessary to ensure that the work is being or has been
accomplished in accordance with the terms and conditions of this GP.

14. That this authorization does not eliminate the need to obtair
other Federal, State, and local permits, licenses, or approvals that
may be required for the proposed work.

-4-



FURTHER INFORMATION

Limits of this Authorization

(1) This permit does not obviate the need to obtain other
Federal, state, or local authorizations r~quired by law.

(2)
privileges

This permit does not grant any property rights or exclusive

(3) This permit does not authorize any injury to the property or
rights of others.

(4) This permit does not authorize interference with any
existing or proposed Federal Project.

b. Limits of Federal Liability. In issuing this permit, the
Federal Government does not assume any liability for the following

(1) Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as a result
of other permitted or unpermitted activities or from natural causes.

(2) Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as a result
of current or future activities undertaken by or on behalf of the
United States in the public interest.

(3) Damages to persons, property, or to other permitted or
unpermitted activities or structures caused by the activity authorized
by this permit.

(4) Design or construction deficiencies associated with the
permitted work.

(5) Damage claims associated with any future modification,
suspension, or revocation of this permit.

c. Reevaluation of Permit Decision. This office may reevaluate its
decision on this permit at any time the circumstances warrant.
Circumstances that could require a reevaluation include, but are not
limited to, the following:

(1) The permittee or the city of Bethel fails to comply with the
terms and conditions of this permit.

(2) The information provided by the permittee in support of an
application under the GP proves to have been false, incomplete, or
inaccurate.

(3) Significant new information surfaces which this office did
not consider in reaching the original public interest decision.
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(4) The city of Bethel (itself) is found to be party to
violations of the Clean Water Act. If the DE determines that this has
occurred, this GP may be modified by the Corps, such th~t the Alaska
District Regulatory Branch would assume the verification role until
such time as the issue is resolved to the District Engineer's
satisfaction. Such a reevaluation may result in a determination that
it is ap~ropriate to use the suspension, modification, and revocation
procedures contained in 33 CFR 325.7 enforcement procedures such as
those contained in 33 CFR 326.4 and 326.5. The referenced enforcement
procedures provide for the issuance of an administrative order
requiring the permittee to comply with terms and conditions of the GP
and for the initiation of legal action where appropriate. The
permittee will be required to pay for any corrective measures ordered
by this office, and if the permittee fails to comply with such
directive, this office may in certain situations (as those specified in
33 CFR 209.170) accomplish the corrective measures by contract or
otherwise and bill the permittee for the cost.

INSPECTION:

The DE, or his designated representative, may inspect sites of
authorized work to determine that the work is being, or has been,
performed in conformance with the terms and conditions of this GP. In
the event that work is being or has been, performed in noncompliance
with this GP, appropriate measures shall be taken to resorve the
violation, including a requirement to obtain an individual permit, even
though others in the same area are not required to do so.

rENALTIES FOR yIOLATIO~

All work performed shall be in compliance with the terms and conditions
of this GP. Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of this GP
may result in suspension of the work, revocation of the permit, removal
of dredged and/or fill material or other structures, restoration of
waters and/or wetlands, and/or imposition of penalties as provided by
law.

The discharge of dredged an/or fill material not in accordance with the
terms and conditions of this GP is a violation of Section 301 of the
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1319), and upon conviction thereof is
punishable, in accordance with Section 309 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1319), bya fine of not less than $2,500, nor more than $25,000,
per day of violation, or by imprisonment of not more than one year, or
both. That individual is also subject to a civil penalty not to exceed
$25,000 per day of the violation.

This GP may be revoked by issuance of Public Notice at any time the DE
determines that the singular or cumulative effects of the activities
authorized herein are having an unacceptable adverse effect upon the
public interest. Following such revocation, all new applications will
processed under individual permit application review procedures and the
DE would decide on a case-by-case basis if previously authorized
activities should be revoked, suspended, or modified.
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This GP and its associated State Water Quality Certification will be in
effect for a period of five years. During that time, it may be
modified by the DE if he determines that the singular or cumulative
impacts of the activities authorized by this GP have an unacceptable
adverse effect upon the public interest. During its fifth year, this
GP and the work authorized under it shall be reviewed to determine if
this GP should be modified, extended, or discontinued.

REPORTING AND MONITORING~ --

The city of Bethel shall submit a summary report of all approved "Site
Plan Review" authorizations under this GP, on a quarterly basis, to the
Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, North Section.
The summary report shall include the, name and address of responsible
party; location; quantity; dimensions; and purpose of the authorized
fill. If questions as to the applicability of the GP arise, or if
there is any uncertainty whether a project is authorized by the GP,
then the city of Bethel shall contact the Alaska District, Corps of
Engineers, Regulatory Branch, North Section for assistance prior to
approving the specific "Site Plan Review" .These quarterly reports are
due by last day of March, June, September, and December for the
previous 3 calendar months. for the entire term of the permit. In
addition the city of Bethel shall provide a map annually showing the
permitted activities for the previous year by January 10.

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:

4'//.2 /~r!;t~7' --

, ,

~ -'L--// e. d~/- -

Ile r'~o~~~ ch~f /F~/

North Section

Regulatory Branch

Alaska District

Corps of Engineers
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This "General Permit Area" Map shows the approximate General Permit

Area and Wetlands Excluded from authorization under General Permit 83-

4P, for the discharge of dredged and/or fill material in the City of

Bethel, Alaska.

NOTE: THIS MAP IS NOT INTENDED FOR USE IN DETERMINING THE

APPLICABILITY OF THE GENERAL PERMIT FOR SPECIFIC PROJECTS. A 1:500 MAP
IS AVAILABLE FOR SUCH USE AT THE CITY OF BETHEL, PLANNING DEPARTMENT
AND THE ALASKA DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, REGULATORYOFFICES.

KEY: Wetlands and waters excluded from the General Permit

authorization

Wetlands not specifically excluded that lie within the Ge:leral ?ermi

area boundary would be covered under the General Pel-mit S:;-4P.

71 & 72 WUSGS

GENERAL PERMIT 83-4P

01/24/00

Bethel 0-8. T. 8 N. , R.

Enclosure 1
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SITE PLAN APPLICA TION

Title 18 of the Bethel Municipal Code requires the review ofa Site Plan prior to the
erection of any improvement on real property within the City limits. Application
for a Site Plan Review shall be filed with the City of Bethel Planning Department.
Upon approval of the application, a permit will be issued and is required to be
displayed on the property to be improved. By submitting this application you are
authorizing public access to the displayed Site Plan Permit. Approval of plans does
not presume to give approval to oversights by the City of Bethel Planning
Department not grant authority to violate or cancel the provisions of any other State
or Localla'Y regulating the use and development of this land.

Name of Applicant
I Legal Dcscription of Property

Mailing Address Phone

I City ~ State I Zip

Name of Property Owner

DateAuthorization (Signature) of Property Owner
I

Street Addre;;s
.

-

Mail Approval/Pennit To

Please Do Not Write Below This Line. To be filled out by Planning Dept. Staff.

Fire Marshall Approval Granted? Flood Hazard Zone Status?

Authorized & Mandatory Improvements:

City of Bethel Reviewed Date City of Bethel Approved Dale

GENERAL PERMIT 83 -4 P

01/24/00
USGS: Bethel D-8, T. 8 N., R. 71 & 72 W

Page 1 of 3 : Enclosure 3

p .0. Box 388 -Bethel. Alaska 99559

907-543-2087

FAX # 543--4171



Draw to scale and show the following:

I. The location and dimension of the boundary lines, easements, and required
setbacks.

2. The ]ocation and use of existing and proposed buildings on the site. The
approximate location of existing structures on abutting property (within 50 ft.).

3. The location of existing and proposed improvements including parking and
loading areas, pedestrian and vehicular access, landscaped areas, service and
utility areas, fencing, signs, and lighting. Proposed improvements to buildings
must be clearly labeled.

4. The location of watercourses and drainage features.

5. lllustration of existing and proposed changes to topography. A cross section
drawing sho"t/ing the length, height, width, and type of fill material.

Intended improvements: please describe improvements to be constructed.

I Intended use: Residential, or Commercial.

i
i

Size of Lot: Proposed total number of Residential
and Commc:rcial buildings on lot.Sq. ft

Max. Height of Fill: Method of Stabilizing
I Sand pad Slope

Length of Fill

Seeding D Sandbagging DWidth of Fill

If improvements include construction, renovation or relocation

Of a residence, or an addition to a residence, indicate the followin~:

# of bedrooms Water lank size

Gals.
Sewer tank size:

Gals.

I attest that all infonnation and measurements presented are coITecl

Signature of Applicant

GENERAL PERMIT 83-4P

01/24/00
USGS: Bethel D-8, T. 8 N., R. 71 & 72 W

Page 2 of 3 : Enclosure 3





us Army Corps
of Engineers

Alaska District

Regulatory Branch
Post Office Box 898

Anchorage, Alaska

Date:
JUNE 23. 2000

Identification No
SPN 2000-0011(1145b)

In reply refer to above Identification Number
99506-0898

SPN 2000-011
General Permit 83-4P

General Permit for the City of Bethel, Alaska

District Engineer
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



~l TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

O PIPELINE COORDINATOR'S OFFICE
411 WEST 4TH AVENUE, SUITE 2C

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-2343
PH: (907) 271-4317/FAX: (907) 272-0690

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

/ DIVISION OF GOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION

gJ SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE O CENTRAL OFFICE
550 W lTH AVENUE, SUITE 1660 P.O. BOX 110030
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 JUNEAU, ALASKA 9981'-0030
PH: (907) 269-3980/FAX: (907) 269-3981 PH: (907) 465-3562/FAX: (907) 465-3075

June 27,2000

Mr. Gilbert Leroy Phillips

U.S. Am1y Corps of Engineers

Regulatory Branch, North Section
P .0. Box 898
Anchorage, Alaska 99506-0898

Dear Mr. Phillips

BETHEL GP, RENEW AL
STATE I.D. NO. AK 0OO4-06AA

NEGATIVE DETERMINATION RESPONSE

Subject

The Division of Governmental Coordination (DOC) received the U .S. Army Corps of Engineers
(COE) negative determination and supporting information submitted under Section 307(c)(1) of
the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act per 15 CFR 930.35(d), Subpart C. The COE
proposes reissue the Bethel General Permit (GP 83-4P).

Your negative determination was distributed to Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP)
review participants (State resource agencies and the Bethel Coastal District) for their agreement
with your agency's decision that this federal action would not affect the land or water uses or
natural resources of the coastal zone. The State resource agencies agree with your determination,
and, thus, an .ACMP review is not required for this activity.

However, the response from the Alaska Department offish and Game pointed out a discrepancy
between the map on Enclosure I and the map on Enclosure 2. On June 23, 2000, you provided
notice that you deleted Enclosure 2 from the General Permit 83-4P. The DGC understands that
maps showing the specific areas and the legal descriptions included in GP 83-4P are available for
public use in the City of Bethel Planning Department and Anchorage Office of the COE
Regulatory. We encourage you to complete your project superimposing section, township, and
range on the graphic that depicts the areas covered by GP 83-4P so the complete set of
information can be distributed more widely.

The Department of Environmental Conservation has issued a 40 I Water Quality Certification for
this GP. ReceivED
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June 27, 2000Page 2Bethel GP, Renewal

The State of Alaska appreciates your cooperation with the ACMP. If you have any questions
about this review, please contact me at (907) 269- 7473 or email
maureen-mccrea@gov .state.ak. us.

Sincerely,

;}f'fi.-

Maureen McCrea
Project Review Coordinator

cc

Michele Jesperson, DNR/SHPO, Anchorage
Karlee Gaskill, ACMP Liaison, DNR/DOL, Anchorage
Dan Golden, Pennits Officer, DOT/PF, Anchorage
Don McKay, DFG/DHR, Anchorage
Tim Rumfelt, DEC, Anchorage
John Malone, Coastal Coordinator, City of Bethel

S:\dgc\a-files\rnaureen\OOO4-6 response
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR&~&~~m~

~ r&¥~ -!::!}L

DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

DIVISION OF AIR AND WATER QUALITY
NON-POINT SOURCE W A TER POLLUTION CONTROL

555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, AK 99501-2617

Phone: (907) 269-7564
Fax: (907) 269- 7508

ny: (907) 269-7511
http:llwww .state.ak. us/decl

Certified Mail #: Z 526 022 739
Return Receipt Requested

April3,2000

u.s. A..rmy Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Functions Branch
Attn: Leroy Phillips
PO Box 898
Anchorage, AK 99506

RE: Amendment to Certificate of Reasonable Assurance
General Pennit 83-4P, City of Bethel

Dear Mr. Phillips'

This letter amends the referenced certification issued to the Corps of Engineers on June 28,
1983 and subsequently amended on May 9, 1994 and July 31, 1997, in accordance with
Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act and provisions of the Alaska Water Quality
Standards. The subject certification is amended as follows:

2.

3

4.

The Kazayuli Subdivision, located within the City of Bethel, shall now be
included within the area covered by the subject general pennit.
Sections 11, 14, and the north half of 23, all within the City of Bethel boundaries,
have been added to the general pennit area.
The reporting mechanism to the Corps has been modified to reflect national
criteria.
The City of Bethel notification procedure has been modified for ease of handling.

All conditions on the aforementioned original certification and subsequent modifications
remain in effect. If you have any questions concerning the above, please advise.

Sincerely,

~

~Tim Ru elt

Enviro ental Specialist

APR O r.; 2000
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WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR{(~)
\(",,\
"-~) I
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t

/1
DEPT .OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE
3601 C ST., SUITE 1350

ANCHORAGE, AK 99503
563-6529

CERTIFI
RETURN
REQUEST
p 3776

May 9, 1994

u.s. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Functions Branch
Attn: William Keller
P.O. Box 898
Anchorage, AK 99.506 REGULATORY FUNCTIONS BRA"Noi

Alaska District, Corps of Engineers

1.

2.

3.
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Dear Mr. Keller:



.

May 9,william Keller -2 - 1994

Prior to construction, a si"lt fence shall be installed on
a line parallel to and within 5' of the proposed fill toe
of slope within all areas of the wetlands containing
standing water that have a surface hydrological
connection to any natural body of water. This structure
shall remain in place until the fill side slopes have
been stabilized against erosion.

4.

If you have any questions concerning the above, please advise.

ro...l ~v

Adair

~ional Administrator

TR\ji [SCRO-wqm]GP.83

cc: Arlene Murphy, DGC
Don Kohler, Corps of Engineers
Elaine Pistoresi, ADEC Anchorage
Don McKay, ADFG Habitat Anchorage
Larry Bullis, DNR\DOL


