41. Reshaping Existing Drainage Ditches. Discharges of dredged or fill material into non-tidal
waters of the United States, excluding non-tidal wetlands adjacent to tidal waters, to modify the
cross-sectional configuration of currently serviceable drainage ditches constructed in waters of
the United States, for the purpose of improving water quality by regrading the drainage ditch
with gentler slopes, which can reduce erosion, increase growth of vegetation, and increase uptake
of nutrients and other substances by vegetation. The reshaping of the ditch cannot increase
drainage capacity beyond the original as-built capacity nor can it expand the area drained by the
ditch as originally constructed (i.e., the capacity of the ditch must be the same as originally
constructed and it cannot drain additional wetlands or other waters of the United States).
Compensatory mitigation is not required because the work is designed to improve water quality.
This NWP does not authorize the relocation of drainage ditches constructed in waters of the
United States; the location of the centerline of the reshaped drainage ditch must be
approximately the same as the location of the centerline of the original drainage ditch. This NWP
does not authorize stream channelization or stream relocation projects.

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district engineer
prior to commencing the activity, if more than 500 linear feet of drainage ditch will be reshaped.
(See general condition 27.) (Section 404)



