
47. Pipeline Safety Program Designated Time Sensitive Inspections and Repairs. Activities 
required for the inspection, repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of any currently serviceable 
structure or fill for pipelines that have been identified by the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration's Pipeline Safety Program (PHP) within the U.S. Department of 
Transportation as time-sensitive (see 49 CFR parts 192 and 195) and additional maintenance 
activities done in conjunction with the time-sensitive inspection and repair activities. All 
activities must meet the following criteria: 
(a) Appropriate measures must be taken to maintain normal downstream flows and minimize 
flooding to the maximum extent practicable when temporary structures, work and discharges, 
including cofferdams, are necessary for construction activities or access fills or dewatering of 
construction sites; 
(b) Material resulting from trench excavation may be temporarily sidecast into waters of the 
United States for no more than three months, provided that the material is not placed in such a 
manner that it is dispersed by currents or other forces. The district engineer may extend the 
period of temporary side casting for no more than a total of 180 days, where appropriate. The 
trench cannot be constructed or backfilled in such a manner as to drain waters of the United 
States (e.g., backfilling with extensive gravel layers, creating a french drain effect); 
(c) Temporary fill must consist of materials, and be placed in a manner, that will not be eroded 
by expected high flows. Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and the affected areas 
returned to pre-construction elevations. The affected areas must be revegetated, as appropriate; 
(d) In wetlands, the top 6 to 12 inches of the trench should normally be backfilled with topsoil 
from the trench so that there is no change in preconstruction contours; 
(e) To the maximum extent practicable, the restoration of open waters must be to the pre-
construction course, condition, capacity, and location of the waterbody; 
(f) Any exposed slopes and stream banks must be stabilized immediately upon completion of the 
project; 
(g) Additional maintenance activities done in conjunction with the time-sensitive inspection or 
repair must not result in additional losses of waters of the United States; and, 
(h) The permittee is a participant in the Pipeline Repair and Environmental Guidance System 
(PREGS). 
Reporting: The permittee must submit a post construction report to the PHP within seven days 
after completing the work. The report must be submitted electronically to PHP via PREGS. The 
report must contain the following information: project sites located in waters of the United 
States, temporary access routes, stream dewatering sites, temporary fills and temporary structures 
identified on a map of the pipeline corridor; photographs of the pre- and post-construction work 
areas located in waters of the United States; and a list of best management practices employed 
for each pipeline segment shown on the map. (Section 10 and 404) 
Note: Division engineers may modify this NWP by adding regional conditions to protect the 
aquatic environment, as long as those regional conditions do not require pre-construction 
notification or other actions that would delay time sensitive inspections and repairs. Examples of 
appropriate regional conditions include best management practices. 


