48. Existing Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture Activities. This NWP authorizes the
installation of buoys, floats, racks, trays, nets, lines, tubes, containers, and other structures
necessary for the continued operation of the existing commercial aquaculture activity. This NWP
also authorizes discharges of dredged or fill material necessary for shellfish seeding, rearing,
cultivating, transplanting, and harvesting activities. Rafts and other floating structures must be
securely anchored and clearly marked.

This NWP does not authorize new operations or the expansion of the project area for an existing
commercial shellfish aquaculture activity. This NWP does not authorize the cultivation of new
species (i.e., species not previously cultivated in the waterbody). This NWP does not authorize
attendant features such as docks, piers, boat ramps, stockpiles, staging areas, or the deposition of
shell material back into waters of the United States as waste.

Reporting: For those activities that do not require pre-construction notification, the permittee
must submit a report to the district engineer that includes the following information: (1) the size
of the project area for the commercial shellfish aquaculture activity (in acres); (2) the location of
the activity; (3) a brief description of the culture method and harvesting method(s); (4) the
name(s) of the cultivated species; and (5) whether canopy predator nets are being used. This is a
subset of the information that would be required for pre-construction notification. This report
may be provided by letter or using an optional reporting form provided by the Corps. Only one
report needs to be submitted during the period this NWP is valid, as long as there are no changes
to the operation that require pre-construction notification. The report must be submitted to the
district engineer within 90 days of the effective date of this NWP.

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district engineer
if: (1) the project area is greater than 100 acres; or (2) there is any reconfiguration of the
aquaculture activity, such as relocating existing operations into portions of the project area not
previously used for aquaculture activities; or (3) there is a change in species being cultivated; or
(4) there is a change in culture methods (e.g., from bottom culture to off-bottom culture); or (5)
dredge harvesting, tilling, or harrowing is conducted in areas inhabited by submerged aquatic
vegetation. (See general condition 27.) (Sections 10 and 404)

Note: The permittee should notify the applicable U.S. Coast Guard office regarding the project.



