= Public Notice

US Army Corps
of Engineers

e of Application
for Permit

Regulatory Branch (1145b)
3437 Airport Way

Washington Plaza, Suite 206
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-4777

PUBLIC NOTICE DATE: September 27, 2004

EXPIRATION DATE: October 26, 2004
REFERENCE NUMBER: PORA-2002-0909-4
WATERWAY: Nome Creek

Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a
Department of the Army permit for certain work in waters of the United States as
described below and shown on the attached plan.

APPLICANT: Eric Yeager, Outdoor Recreation Planner, White Mountains National
Recreation Area, Bureau of Land Management, Northern Field Office, 1150 University
Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709, (907) 474-2357. ’

LOCATION: The proposed project is located in the White Mountains National
Recreation area, approximately 50 miles north of Fairbanks, Alaska near the Nome
Creek Road. The site is approximately in the middle of the 1l6-mile long Nome Creek
Road on the north side of the road. Latitude 65.3376° N, Longitude 146.8306° W,

SE %, SW %4, Section 13, T. 6 N., R. 4 E., Falrbanks Meridian. '

WORK: The applicant proposes to clear and grub approximately 2.1 acres of
wetlands. Once cleared and grubbed, the applicant proposes to fill 2.1 acres with
3,870 cubic yards of usable excavated soil and 2,980 cubic yards of additional
£ill hauled to the site. Reference plans (sheets 1-7) dated May 10, 2004.

PURPOSE: The applicant proposes. to construct an administrative site for the White
Mountains National Recreation Area. )

ADDITTONAL INFORMATION: The new facilities would be adequate in size, design and
accommodations for a summer field crew to operate out of from May through
September and to support part time use in the winter for field operations. The
existing facilities are inadequate in size and design and the accommodations are
minimal. The current buildings provide inadequate protection from bears and there
is also a safety concern with aircraft landing nearby. The site is adjacent to
the Nome Creek Road and is predominantly surrounded by black spruce, dwarf birch,
willows and alders. The site is located within the burned area of the Boundary
Fire, which occurred in the summer of 2004. The applicant proposes an access road
of approximately 20 feet by 100 feet and a gravel pad (approximately 120 feet by
200 feet) to accommodate the associated facilities. Some additional clearing of
trees would be done around the construction of an on-site sewer system and for
helicopter access to the pad. No excavation of material is planned for the
construction of this site except for the sewer system. The road and pad would be
constructed of fill material excavated from the site as well as taken from the
tailing piles along Nome Creek. Geo-technical studies were conducted on this site




in September 2002 to determine soil suitability for construction. Soil profiles
were taken using a drill rig with split spoon sampling techniques. The soil
profiles generally indicate silty, sandy, fine to coarse gravel, gravel composed
of weathered schist (GM), to slightly silty, to silty, sandy gravel with
occasional cobbles. Frozen ground was generally detected between 5 and 15 feet. It
was determined that the site is suitable for building if appropriate measures are
taken during design for potential thawing and settling. Control of soil moisture
through good surface drainage will be required to mitigate frost-heaving problems.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: A permit for the described work will not be issued
until a certification or waiver of certification, as required under Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act (Public Law 95-217), has been received from the Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation.

PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this
application. Requests for public hearings shall state, with particularity,
reasons for holding a public hearing. '

CULTURAL RESOURCES: The latest published version of the Alaska Heritage Resources
Survey (AHRS) has been consulted for the presence or absence of historic
properties, including those listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. There are no listed or eligible properties in the
vicinity of the worksite. Consultation of the AHRS constitutes the extent of
cultural resource investigations by the District Engineer at this time, and he is
otherwise unaware of the presence of such resources. This application is being
coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). Any comments SHPO
may have concerning presently unknown archeological or historic data that may be
lost or destroyed by work under the requested permit will be considered in our
final assessment of the described work.

TRIBAL CONSULTATION: The Alaska District fully supports tribal self-governance
and government-to-government relations between the Federal government and
Federally recognized Tribes. This notice invites participation by agencies,
Tribes, and members of the public in the Federal decision-making process. In
addition, Tribes with protected rights or resources that could be significantly
affected by a proposed Federal action (e.g., a permit decision) have the right to
consult with the Alaska District on a government-to-government basis. -~ Views of
each Tribe regarding protected rights and resources will be accorded due
consideration in this process. This Public Notice serves as notification to the
Tribes within the area potentially affected by the proposed work and invites their
participation in the Federal decision-making process regarding the protected
Tribal right or resource. Consultation may be initiated by the affected Tribe
upon written request to the District Engineer during the public comment perioed.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: No threatened or endangered'species are known to use the
project area. Preliminarily, the described activity will not affect threatened or
endangered species, or their critical habitat designated as endangered ox
threatened, under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 844). This
application is being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
National Marine Fisheries Service. Any comments they may have concerning
endangered or threatened wildlife or plants or their critical habitat will be
considered in our final assessment of the described work.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: The proposed work is being evaluated for possible effects
to Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) pursuant to the Magnuson Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act of 1996 (MSFCMA), 16 U.S.C. et seq and associated
federal regulations found at 50 CFR 600 Subpart K. The Alaska District includes
areas of EFH as Fishery Management Plans. We have reviewed the January 20, 1999,
North Pacific Fishery Management Council’s Environmental Assessment to locate EFH
area as identified by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

The proposed action is located within the Beaver Creek watershed. Beaver Creek
contains EFH. However, the construction of the proposed administrative site should




not have any direct effects on Beaver Creek itself, or on Troublesome or Nome
Creeks, tributaries to Beaver Creek. Therefore, we have determined that the
described activity within the proposed area will not adversely affect EFH,
including anadromous fish and federally managed fishery resources.

SPECIAL AREA DESIGNATION: The project is located within the White Mountains
National Recreation Area. -

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation
of the probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity and.
its intended use on the public interest. Evaluation of the probable impacts which
the proposed activity may have on the public interest requires a careful weighing
of all those factors which become .relevant in each particular case. The benefits
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. The decision whether to authorize
a proposal, and if so, the conditions under which it will be allowed to occur, are
therefore determined by the outcome of the general balancing -process. That
decision should reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal must be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof. Among those are
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands,
cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land
use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production,
mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and, in general, the needs
and welfare of the people. For activities involving 404 discharges, a permit will
be denied if the discharge that would be authorized by such permit would not
comply with the Environmental Protection Agency's 404(b) (1) guidelines. Subject
to the preceding sentence and any other applicable guidelines or criteria (see
Sections 320.2 and 320.3), a permit will be granted unless the District Engineer
determines that it would be contrary to the public interest.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order
to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments
received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to
issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this
decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public
interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need
for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
activity.

Comments on the described work, with the reference number, should reach this
office no later than the expiration date of this Public Notice to become part of
the record and be considered in the decision. Please contact Ellen Huber at (807)
474-2166, if further information is desired concerning this notice.

AUTHORITY: This permit will be issued or denied under the following authorities:
Discharge dredged or fill material into waters of the United States — Section 404
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). Therefore, our public interest review will
consider the guidelines set forth under Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act (40
CFR 230).

A plan and Notice of Application for State Water Quality Certification are
attached to this Public Notice.

District Engineer

U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers
Attachments



FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

STATE OF ALASKA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

DIVISION OF AIR AND WATER QUALITY
Non-Point Source Control Section
401 Certification Program

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR
STATE WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION

Any applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct an activity
that might result in a discharge into navigable waters, in :
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act of 1977 (PLS5-
217), also must apply for and obtain certification from the Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation that the discharge will
comply with the Clean Water Act, the Alaska Water Quality Standards,
and other applicable State laws. By agreement between the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Department of Environmental Conservation,
application for a Department of the Army permit to discharge dredged
or fill material into navigable waters under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act also may serve as application for State Water
Quality Certification.

Notice is hereby given that the application for a Department of the
Army Permit described in the Corps of Engineers’ Public Notice No.
POA-2002-0909-4, Nome Creek serves as application for a short-term
variance of State Water Quality Certification from the Department of
Environmental Conservation, as provided in Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act of 1977 (PL 95-217).

The Department will review the proposed activity to ensure that,
except for an allowed, short-term variance, any discharge to waters
of the United States resulting from the referenced project will
comply with the Clean Water Act of 1977 (PL95-217), the Alaska Water
Quality Standards, and other applicable State laws. The Department
-also may deny or waive certification.

Any person desiring to comment on the project with respect to Water Quality
Certification may submit written comments within 30 days of the date of the Corps
of Engineer’s Public Notice to:

Department of Environmental Conservation

WQOM/401 Certification

555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2617

Telephone: (907) 26595-7564

FAX: (907) 269-7508
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BLM, Eric Yeager POA-2002-909-4

. -

May 10, 2004

Sheet 7 of 7

FINISHED GRADE 4" CRUSHED AGGREGATE
. SURFACE COURSE

ADJACENT
THICKNESS.

AS DESCRIBED N NOTE
3 BELOW

SEE WATER & S
"~ ___LINES PROFI

BEDDING MATERIAL PLACE
IN 6" MAX. UFTS AND
COMPACTED O 95%
MAX. DRY DENSTTY.

[ ~~— CONTINUOUS
REGULATING HEATYY
5 \mc msuumou_-—/] TRACE(S) BistAL]
WATERPROOF JACKET ] CHANNEL. £7°%5)

' 18" 00, 18"

NOTES:
1. WATER AND SEWER SERVICE INSULATION SHALL BE WATERPROOFED
WITH A PROTECTIVE COATING APRPUED TO IS ENTIRE LENGTH.

2. TRENCH WALL SLOPES WitL VARY.VIITH SO STRENGTH. AND
CHARACTER

ISTICS. SLOPES SHALL CONFORM TO OSHA SAFETY
STANDARDS.

3. ADDITIONAL EXCAVATION MAY BE REQUIRED TO REMOVE ICE-RICH
ORGANICS, AND OTHER UNSUITABLE SOLS AS DIRECTED BY THE
GOVERNMENT. & ADDITIONAL EXCAVATION IS REQUIRED, BACKAILL TO
THE DESIGN SUBGRADE ELEVATION WITH UNCLASSIFIED FILL, PLACED
IN LOOSE LIFTS NO THICKER THAN 8", AND COMPACT WITH A
MINIMUM_OF & PASSES OF A VIBRATING TAMPER, HAVING A MINIMUM
IMPACT FORCE OF 3,400 POUNDS, UNTIL FIRM AND UNYIELDING AS
APPROVED BY THE GOVERNMENT. )

h WATERLINE AND. SEWER LINE TRENCH DETAIL

'_lyscur:uom . .

Waterline Detail | —————



