
FINAL Meeting Minutes  
Qawalangin (regional) FUDS RAB Meeting 
Tuesday, August 27, 2024 

Subject: Qawalangin (regional) Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) Restoration Advisory Board 
(RAB) Meeting 
Amaknak, Chernofski Harbor Supply and Storage Site, Cape Wislow AWS Station, Fort 
Learnard, and Ugadaga Bay Station 

Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 

Time 6:00-8:00 PM 

Location: Unalaska Public Library  
64 Eleanor St, Unalaska, AK 

Attendees: RAB Members Present: 
James (Jim) T Paulin 
Kale Bruner (by phone) 
Ellis Berry, Community Co-Chair 
Taylor Borgfeldt, USACE Co-Chair 

RAB Members Not Present: 
Elise Contreras, Community Co-Chair 
Okalena Patricia Lekanoff Gregory 
David M Gregory  
Michael Tutiakoff 
Ben Leon-Guerrero 
In person Attendees: 
Andy Lusk (KUCB) 
Laresa Syverson (OC) 
Jose (Poncho) Lopez (OCE) 
Felipe Lekanoff (OCE) 
Denise Rankin (OC) 
Sean O’Donnell (USACE) 
Josh Barsis (USACE) 
Lisa Geist (USACE) 
Cameron McLeod (USACE) 
Alex R (OC/Museum) 
Rufina Shaishnikoff (Qawalangin) 
Piama Oleyer (Qawalangin) 

Virtual Attendees: 
Tiffany Angus (OCE) 
Donna VanFlein (OCE) 
Natalie Cale (OC) 
Brent Lusic (Stantec) 
Caryn Orvis (Ahtna) 
Jeremy Craner (USACE)  
Wendy Hanson (USACE) 
Kathleen Iler-Galau (ADEC) 
Lizzy Buckingham (ADEC) 
Mike Macmillan (USACE) 
Melinda Brunner (USACE) 
Carrie Nelson (USACE) 
Sarah Bernhardt (ADEC) 
Chelsea Bramble 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
a. Taylor kicked off the meeting with opening remarks and a review of the Agenda.  
b. Roll call was conducted. Present were Jim Paulin, Kale Bruner, Ellis Berry (Community Co-Chair), 

and Taylor Borgfeldt (USACE Co-Chair). There is not a quorum. 
2. Local Updates/Community Introductions 

a. Went around the room and the virtual room to introduce participants. 
b. Denise Rankin, president for the Ounalashka Corporation wanted to make a public comment that 

Latrine 1 and Humpy Cove would not be clean this year even though it was announced at the last 
RAB that it would be. 
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c. Taylor announced that there is an upcoming information repository refresh. The plan was to make 
CD/DVD copies but there are not CD readers in the library. Probably going to stick to hard copies. 
Please let USACE know if there is any feedback on ways people would want to view the reports. 
The X Docs portal has digital copies. 

d. Sara asked what X Docs was. It is a public version of the FUDS admin record. It is not the Alaska 
District website. 

Action Item: Taylor will send follow up instructions for X Docs access after this meeting. 
3. Revise/Adopt May 13, 2024 Minutes 

a. It was incorrectly stated that there was a quorum. A quorum of RAB members must be present to 
hold a RAB meeting. A quorum is defined as 4 community RAB members, including the Community 
Chairs, plus the USACE Chair. 

b. Taylor asked if there were any revisions to the last meeting minutes. There were no revisions or 
objections. The RAB did vote to adopt the May 13, 2024 Minutes, but there was not a quorum, so 
this will be revisited at the next RAB meeting. 

4. RAB Operating Procedures – Revised May 13, 2024 
a. Taylor reviewed the revisions to the RAB Operating Procedures that were adopted on May 13, 

2024. 
b. Taylor requested feedback on revising the Operating procedures language for the youth seat and 

the term length. 
c. Ellis reached out to the school superintendent about the youth seat. The next step is to reach out to 

the school with flyers and posters.  

Action Item: Taylor will prepare the Operating Procedures language for voting in the next meeting for 
the youth seat and the term length. 

Action Item: The RAB will prepare a poster to advertise the youth seat at the school. 

5. Action Item Review 
a. Taylor reviewed the Action Items from the May 13, 2024 meeting.  
b. The only remaining action item is for David Holmes (Stantec) to send Strawberry Hill reports to 

Karen (APIA). David was not on the call to confirm action status. 
6. Poll Results Review 

a. Taylor went over the results of the three polls from the last meeting.  
b. Poll 1: Results showed Ballyhoo Spit and Margaret Bay/Airport as the areas the community would 

like to see work done at next. Ellis added there were studies on muscles in the Ballyhoo Spit area. 
c. Poll 2: Results showed Amaknak as the FUDS Property the community wanted to hear the most 

about with Chernofski and Fort Learnard tied for second.  
d. Jim added that he enjoyed the Fort Learnard meeting recently. Jeremy added that they had an 

onsite meeting in the Unalaska Library a few weeks ago. The Phase three fieldwork will begin in 
September. 

e. Poll 3: Results showed the most interest for in-depth 3Rs trainings and an overview of the FUDS 
environmental process for future topics.  
i. Denise asked what the next steps are after the polls. They would really like to have cleanup 

actions and not contently be doing polls. Taylor answered that we take the feedback, and it 
helps us to determine which projects to tackle next looking at all the risk components. Josh 



FINAL Meeting Minutes  
Qawalangin (regional) FUDS RAB Meeting 
Tuesday, August 27, 2024 

added that they look at risk at a particular site and consider community input. A lot of it comes 
down to prioritization based on funding and staff.  

ii. Denise said the process should be streamlined.  
iii. The meeting transitioned into a community dialogue, featuring a diverse range of perspectives 

and concerns, including the CERCLA process, FUDS program, EPA grant funding, and issues 
surrounding the Pre-World War II Tank Farm. For a more complete understanding of the 
discussion, please refer to the meeting recording at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oXK48tMVmc 

7. Action Item Review 
a. Action items were reviewed. 

8. Closing Remarks 

The meeting was adjourned at 20:52. 

Decision Summary 

Decision 
Motion made 

by 
Motion seconded 

by 
The meeting did not achieve quorum, so no decisions were recorded. 

 

Action Item Tracker 

Action Owner Status 
Taylor will send follow up instructions to stakeholders for X docs access 
after this meeting. USACE (Taylor) Closed 

Taylor will prepare the Operating Procedures language for voting in the 
next meeting for the youth seat and the term length. USACE (Taylor) Closed 

The RAB will prepare a poster to advertise the youth seat at the school. RAB chairs Closed 
Look into who determines “act of war”. USACE (Taylor) Open 
Provide photos of the product encountered during recent work at building 
551 to USACE. OCE (Tiffany) Open 

Investigate monitoring wells installed by Jacobs on Captains Bay Road. USACE (Taylor) Closed 
Address FUDS achievements and progress made to date in the 
community. RAB chairs Open 

Taylor to meet with Ounalashka Corporation on 28 August 2024.  USACE (Taylor) Closed 
Investigate creosote poles and follow up. USACE (Josh) Closed 
Provide discussion on USACE 106 process.  USACE Open 
Provide Navy underwater survey report to RAB. USACE (Taylor) Open 
Invite SHPO to the RAB meetings for awareness.  USACE (Taylor) Closed 
Address lack of field screening technology for weathered fuels in tundra. USACE (Taylor) Closed 
Invite community health organizations to speak.  RAB chairs Open 
Send Laresa slides from May RAB meeting. USACE (Taylor) Closed 
Add Risk discussion to a future RAB agenda.  RAB chairs Closed 
Set the next meeting date for early November. RAB chairs Closed 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oXK48tMVmc

