






























Mr. Michael R. Salyer 
Chief, Environmental Resources Section 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
P.O. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 

January 16, 2014 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District 
P.O. Box 6898 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, AK 99506-0898 

Re. Arctic deep draft navigation improvements project at Nome and Port Clarence 

Dear Mr. Salyer: 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) received your December 16,2013 letter 
stating that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Alaska District is continuing its 
study of alternatives for a proposed Arctic deep draft navigation improvements project at 
Nome and Port Clarence. The current range of alternatives includes development at one, 
two, or three locations, which include Nome and two locations in Port Clarence: Cape 
Riley and Point Spencer. You requested information on threatened and endangered species 
and critical habitat around the Seward Peninsula, where Nome and Port Clarence are 
located. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) directs federal interagency 
cooperation "to insure that any action authorized, funded, or carried out by such agency is 
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered species or threatened 
species" or result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat. NMFS is 
responsible for administration of the ESA for cetaceans, sea turtles, anadromous fish, 
marine fish, seals, sea lions, marine plants, and corals. All other species (including polar 
bears and Pacific walrus are administered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Further 
information on NMFS ESA species and critical habitat within Alaska can be found at: 
http://www .alaskafisheries.noaa.gov /protectedresources/. 

Nome is located on the southern Seward Peninsula coast of Norton Sound along the 
Bering Sea, and Port Clarence is located about 109 kilometers (68 miles) northwest of 
Nome, south of the Bering Strait. Endangered bowhead whales (Balaena mysticetes), fin 
whales (Balaenoptera physalus), humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae), and 
Western distinct population segment (DPS) Steller sea lions (Eumetopias jubatus); and 
threatened Beringia DPS bearded seals (Erignathus barbatus) and Arctic ringed seals 
(Phoca hispida) are listed under the ESA and are seasonally observed in the Bering Sea. 
Critical habitat has not been designated for these species in the Arctic. 
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All marine mammals are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. In addition 
to the threatened and endangered marine mammals previously mentioned, these include 
beluga whales (Delphinapterus leucas), gray whales (Eschrichtius robustus), harbor 
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), killer whales ( Orcinus orca), minke whales (Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata), Northern fur seals (Callorhinus ursinus), and spotted seals (Phoca largha). 

Essential Fish Habitat 
Section 305(b )(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(MSA) requires federal agencies to consult on all actions or proposed actions, authorized, 
funded, or undertaken by that agency, which may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat 
(EFH). If a federal action agency determines that an action will not adversely affect EFH, 
no consultation is required and the federal action agency is not required to contact NMFS 
about their determination. 

EFH has been designated in the project area for anadromous salmon and red king crab 
(Paralithodes camtschaticus). EFH for these species consists of the aquatic habitat 
necessary to allow for production needed to support a long-term sustainable fishery and 
contributions to healthy ecosystems. Further information on habitat and EFH within 
Alaska can be found at http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/habitat/eth.htm. 

In addition, please be advised that NMFS has provided conservation recommendations 
since the early 1990s to the Corps' Regulatory Division regarding adverse impacts to 
Norton Sound red king crab stocks from suction dredging related to mining operations 
near Nome. Please note that any dredging impacts from navigation improvements may 
have similar adverse effects. 

We hope this information is useful to you in fulfilling any requirements under section 7 of 
the ESA and section 305(b )(2) of the MSA. Please direct any marine mammal questions to 
Barbara Mahoney at Barbara.Mahoney@noaa.gov or 907-271-3448, and questions 
regarding EFH to John Olson at John.V.Olson@noaa.gov or 907-271-1508. 

Sincerely, 

~es. W. Balsiger, Ph.D. 
Administrator, Alaska Region 

cc: Christopher.a.hoffman @usace.army.mil 
Michael.Salyer@usace.army.mil 














