
53. Removal  of  Low-Head  Dams 
 
Structures and work in navigable waters of the United States and discharges of dredged or fill 
material into waters of the United States associated with the removal of low-head dams. 
 
For the purposes of this NWP, the term ‘‘low-head dam’’ is defined as a dam built across a 
stream to pass flows from upstream over all, or nearly all, of the width of the dam crest on a 
continual and uncontrolled basis. (During a drought, there might not be water flowing over the 
dam crest.) In general, a low-head dam does not have a separate spillway or spillway gates 
but it may have an uncontrolled spillway. The dam crest is the top of the dam from left 
abutment to right abutment, and if present, an uncontrolled spillway. A low-head dam 
provides little storage function. 
 
The removed low-head dam structure must be deposited and retained in an area that has no 
waters of the United States unless otherwise specifically approved by the district engineer 
under separate authorization. 
 
Because the removal of the low-head dam will result in a net increase in ecological functions 
and services provided by the stream, as a general rule compensatory mitigation is not 
required for activities authorized by this NWP. However, the district engineer may determine 
for a particular low-head dam removal activity that compensatory mitigation is necessary to 
ensure the authorized activity results in no more than minimal adverse environmental effects. 
 
Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district 
engineer prior to commencing the activity. (See general condition 32.)(Authorities: Sections 
10 and 404) 

 
Note: This NWP does not authorize discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the 
United States or structures or work in navigable waters to restore the stream in the vicinity of 
the low-head dam, including the former impoundment area. Nationwide permit 27 or other 
Department of the Army permits may authorize such activities. This NWP does not authorize 
discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or structures or work in 
navigable waters to stabilize stream banks. Bank stabilization activities may be authorized by 
NWP 13 or other Department of the Army permits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


