
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

  

C. The Administrator is authorized to prohibit the specification (including the withdrawal of 

specification) of any defined area as a disposal site, and he is authorized to deny or 

restrict the use of any defined area for specification (including the withdrawal of 

specification) as a disposal site, whenever he determines, after notice and opportunity for 

public hearings, that the discharge of such materials into such area will have an 

unacceptable adverse effect on municipal water supplies, shellfish beds and fishery areas 

(including spawning and breeding areas), wildlife, or recreational areas. Before making 

such determination, the Administrator shall consult with the Secretary. The 

Administrator shall set forth in writing and make public his findings and his reasons for 

making any determination under this subsection.  

 


